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Outline (Part One)
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Outline (Part Two)

Motivations and Preparation for placement

• Case Study 1: Learning from the Lives of Others

Dr Marion Smith, School of Health in Social Science

• Case Study 2: Geoscience Outreach

Dr Andrew Cross, School of Geosciences
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Getting to 
know you

Top Hat

• Participants should open a browser on their phone/tablet/laptop/etc. and 
go to this shortened URL:

bit.do/753545
In case of issues the full URL is:

app-ca.tophat.com/e/753545

If they are using an iOS or Android mobile device they may see the 
attached splash screen inviting them to download the app. They should 
ignore this and click on the link underneath to continue to the mobile 
site as the app does not allow for anonymous login.

Once they have been taken through to the actualTop Hat login page they 
will see a blue guest login button - highlighted in the second attached 
image. They should click on this to be taken straight into your course. 
Note on small phone screens they may have to scroll to see this button.
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What are 
universities for?

Civic-
mindedness 
(Kreber, 2016)

Democratic 
professions (Dzur, 
2008) Public 

intellectuals 
(Arendt, 
1958)

Communities of 
Inquiry 
(McCall, 2007)

Cultivating 
Humanity 
(Nussbaum, 
1997)

Education for 
Pleasure 
(Warnock, 
1992)
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MARTHA 
NUSSBAUM (1947- )

Moral Philosopher

Professor of Law and Ethics at the 
University of Chicago
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Nussbaum, M. C. 1992. Human Functioning and 
Social Justice: In Defense of Aristotelian 
Essentialism. Political Theory, 20(2): pp.202-246.

Nussbaum, M. C. (1997a) Compassion : the basic 
social emotion.
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Cultivating humanity (1997)

• “an education is truly liberal”(Nussbaum, 1997) – associated with freedom when 
it frees the student’s mind, supports them to think independently, engage 
critically with traditional practices. Living the Socratic “examined life”. 

• Liberal education develops each person’s capacity to be fully human:

• Self aware

• Self governing

• Able to acknowledge the humanity of fellow human beings regardless of 
background or origin.
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Cultivating humanity (1997)

Three capacities essential to the cultivation of humanity:

• Critical self examination

• World citizenship

• Narrative imagination
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Critical self examination

• Critical examination of oneself and 
challenge traditions.

• Accepts only beliefs that are consistent 
and justifiable. 

• Train to reason logically. Test for 
consistency of reasoning, accuracy of fact 
and judgement. 

• Democracy needs citizens who can reason 
together not just debate. 
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World citizenship

• Ability to transcend loyalty only on local, regional level.
• See self as a human being bound to other human beings by ties of 

recognition and concern. 
• Stop neglecting needs and capacities which link self to people who are 

different. 
• Recognise potential for communication and fellowship with other 

citizens and responsibility. How common needs are realised differently 
in different circumstances. 

• Exposure to unfamiliar cultural perspectives, diversity in curriculum and 
stimulation of curiosity. 

• Depth vs. “smorgasbord” approach. Question naïve relativism. 
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Narrative imagination

• Factual knowledge is not enough. 
• How social circumstances shape emotions and 

desires.
• Trying to understand how it is to be someone 

else.
• Not uncritical – bring our judgements to 

encounter others.
• See meaning of an action as a person intends it.
• See meaning of a speech in the context of that 

person's history and social role. 
• Decipher meanings through use of imagination.
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Is studying the humanities 
enough?

• In June 20 out of 23 cabinet ministers had studied 
humanities degrees at university (UK 
Government, 2019)

• Boris Johnson - Classics (Ancient Rome, Ancient 
Greece, Latin, ancient Greek, and philosophy) at 
the University of Oxford.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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Is studying the humanities enough?

“In the contemporary world, with its brutal geography of increasing inequality it has 
become too easy to know others by watching a film, reading a book,  sitting next to them 
on the subway, wearing another’s style of clothes, vacationing in foreign country, or taking 
on an alternative identity in an online chat room. Community service is an embodied 
encounter,  noisy and “morally ambiguous" (cf. Duneier)-a noisy encounter that often does 
and should agitate us, teachers and students”

(Himley 2004, p.433)
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Humanities in HE (UK Context)

• UK following the USA and Japan in the shrinking of their Humanities departments 
(Churchwell, 2018, Preston, 2015). 

• UK government’s drive to increase the uptake of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) subjects = decline in the update of humanities and social science 
subjects at school and at university (The British Academy, 2018). 

• “Education based mainly on profitability [produces] a greedy obtuseness and a technically 
trained docility that threaten the very life of democracy itself, and that certainly impede 
the creation of a decent world culture.” (Nussbaum, 2010 p. 142)
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"The best way to argue for the relevance of the humanities is

not to keep asserting its value but to demonstrate what it is capable

of doing, within, across, and beyond the university’s walls.

Who outside the academy would miss a humanities institute

whose main role is to unite academics and to sponsor occasional

lectures?"

(Gale and Carton, 2005 p. 44)
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How does the concept of “cultivating humanity” align 
with theories of community service learning?

• Promotes meaningful engagement with the 
“other” in a different context. 

• Promotes critical imagination and empathy. 

• Understand commonalities and differences. 

• Encourages students to challenge own 
beliefs and traditions and examine 
assumptions.  

• Dialogue (Plato’s dialogues)

BUT…

• Requires healthy community partnership.

• Requires opportunities for critical 
reflection, challenge and deliberation.

• Clear goals and learning outcomes – what 
learning is taking place?
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(Buzinski et. al., 2013)

Humanities:
Less likely to incorporate SL into 
their classes
Less like to view SL as 
appropriate for classes.
More likely to advocate for civic 
engagement (than STEM or 
applied professions)

STEM:
Advocate for active learning 
pedagogies. 
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“When professionals become public intellectuals, they do not 
just write books for members of the academic elite, or 
teach professional knowledge as a ‘subject matter’ to 
university students, but also they become engaged in public 
deliberation. Only through speech and deed, which can be observed 
by others, not through thinking alone, does the opportunity 
for freedom arise.’ 

(Arendt, 2003, p. 188).”



@AColemanChan



@AColemanChan

THE UNIVERSITY OF 
EDINBURGH

• Established 1582

• (2017/18) 41,312 undergraduate and 
postgraduate students

• (2011) 482,005 population of Edinburgh 
City.

• THE (2020) World 30th/ UK 6th/ Scot 1st

• The Guardian (2020) UK 25th / Scot 3rd
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Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (2016)

• https://simd.scot/2016/#/simd
2016/BTTTTTT/14/-
3.1923/55.9707/

• Community Engagement 
Strategy

• PR? 

• Estates 
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Student body by domicile region on entry (2017/18)
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Geoscience Outreach

• Fourth Year students

• Geoscience Outreach is a project-based course where students design and deliver an 
outreach project that communicates some element of the field of GeoSciences for a 
community partner outside of the university. 

• https://media.ed.ac.uk/media/1_hcj9lfi4
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Learning from the Lives of Others

• First Year students

• Learning from the Lives of Others is a pre-Honours course, which puts students directly 
into contact with vulnerable members of society and the organisations that work with 
them.

• https://media.ed.ac.uk/edit/1_8lesm97b
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Questions for discussion

1. Which discipline area does your course fall under?

2. What does it mean to cultivate humanity through service learning in your disciplinary 
context?

3. How do students relate to the organisations and activities they engage with?

4. Why were you interested in service learning? What motivated you to get involved?

5. Which, if any, educational theories or writers have influenced your practice?

6. What kind of literature do your students engage with pre-placement?

7. How are students assessed on your course?
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SENECA “ON ANGER”

(Seneca, 2010)

"Soon we shall breathe our last […] 
Meanwhile, while we live, while we 

are among human beings, let us 
cultivate our humanity."
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