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Buddy project: 
Bruggen 
Bouwen

CONTEXT OF THE PROJECT

VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT BRUSSEL (VUB) 
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A STRATEGIC PROJECT

➢ Promote & support CEL in our institution

➢ Connect with (possible) partners & Brussels

➢ Runtime: 2018-2020

➢ Team: 5 members (1.4FTE) from different departments: Central Department of 
Education, Research & Development (Science shop), Academic Language Department

UNIVER.CITY
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EXPECTED OUTCOMES

➢ Develop an evidence-based toolkit

➢ Professionalization initiatives for (interested) lecturers

➢ Evidence-based design principles & (research) framework

➢ Professional Learning Community ➔ 2018-19 and 2019-20

➢ Continued support for (interested) lecturers

➢ Online platform: www.univercity.be

UNIVER.CITY

http://www.univercity.be/
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2018-2019

TIMELINE UNIVERCITY

2019-2020

Call for projects
Selection of projects

Kick-off
PLC1 (individual coaching)
PLC2 (individual coaching)
PLC3 (individual coaching)
PLC4(individual coaching)

End report

Feb 18
May 
June
Oct
Nov

Feb 19
Apr

June

Feb 19
May 
June
Oct
Nov
Q1 20
Q2 
June

P

L

C

Monitoring (2018 & beyond) - impact research (as of 2019)

Development toolkit & framework / professionalisation & innovation (PLC)



Educational strategies that integrate societal
partnerships, contexts and dynamics in the curriculum, as 
building blocks for experiental education; as an entry 
point for academic and non-academic actors to learn with, from and for each
other, and contribute to sustainable - scientifically grounded – progress.

working definition Community Engaged Learning @VUB



EXPERIENCE WITH
COMMUNITY SERVICE / 
ENGAGED LEARNING?
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EXPERIENCE WITH
RESEARCH ON 

COMMUNITY SERVICE / 
ENGAGED LEARNING?
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PROJECTS IN PLC
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2018-19

PROJECTS

2019-20

WWW.UNIVERCITY.BE
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PRE-DESCRIBED & EXPERT-DRIVEN

STUDENTS: limited time investment, strict tasks
LECTURER: strict steering, planning and organisation
PARTNER: limited involvement

= INSTRUMENTAL EDUCATION & TRANSACTIONAL RELATIONSHIP



OPEN & COLLABORATIVE

STUDENTS: high level of maturity & self-steering, large time investment
LECTURERS: qualitative guidance, feeback
PARTNERS: support for more intensive professionalisation & room for innovation

= EMANCIPATORY EDUCATION / TRANSFORMATIONAL RELATIONSHIP
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RESEARCH ON CEL
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Research on CEL

➢ Lecturers

➢ Baseline study

➢ Lecturers in the PLC

➢ Students

➢ Baseline study

➢ Focus group

➢ Partners (CSO’s)

➢ Baseline study

➢ Interviews

Research in CEL

➢ Case study ‘Blended CEL’

➢ Focus group with students in Educational
Innovation and Technology 

OVERVIEW STUDIES
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Lecturers

➢ (Willingness to) cooperate with CSOs, 
acknowledge added value of CEL

➢ Need support / guidance → PLC is useful
in this respect

➢ Some lecturers are not into CEL & that is 
OK!

Students

➢ Acknowledge the added value of working
with authentic cases / CSO’s

➢ (some) Need to be urged / more 
incentives / more information on CEL

Partners

➢ Willingness to collaborate, also with
students

➢ Need for durable relationships, tangible
end-products

OVERALL SUMMARY

STUDIES ON CEL
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STUDENTS
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3D

2D

1D

A framework for evaluating the impact 

of CEL strategies



OUR QUESTION(S) TO YOU
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Our design 
framework

The Impact 
Cube

Research on 
CEL impact 

based on the
Cube

COULD WE DISCUSS?



THANK YOU

Bram.Pynoo@vub.be

Linde.Moriau@vub.be

www.univercity.be


